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matrimony, but often leads to the severest temptations. How slwdd he have known all this) Courtship before marriage tiid not exist in the society open to him: hence he treats the propriety of giving away a maiden, as one in which her conscience, her likes and dislikes, are not concerned: 1 Cor. vii. 37, 38. If the law leaves the parent " power over his own will" and imposes no "necessity" to give her away, Paul decidedly advises to keep her unmarried. *
The Author of the Apocalypse, a writer of the first century, who was received in the second as John the apostle, holds up a yet more degrading view of the matrimonial relation. In one of his visions he exhibits 144,000 chosen saints, perpetual attendants of "the Lamb," and places the cardinal point of their sanctity in the fact, that " they were not defiled with women, but were virgins." Marriage, therefore, is defilement! Protestant writers struggle in vain against this obvious meaning of the passage. Against all analogy of Scriptural metaphor, they gratuitously pretend that womett meau idolatrous reKgions: nanfely, because in the Old Testament the Jewish Church is personified as a virgin betrothed to God, and an idol is spoken of as her paramour.
As a roHult of the apostolic doctrines, in the second, thinly and following centurieH, very gross views concerning the relation of the sexes prevailed, and have been everywhere transmitted where men's morality is exclusively* formed from the New Testament The marriage service of the Church of England, which incorporates the Pauline doctrine, is felt by English brides and bridegrooms to contain what is so offensive and degrading, that many clergymen mercifully make unlawful omissions. Paul had indeed expressly denounced prohibition* of marriage. In merely disauadi^ it> he gave advice, which, from his limited horizon and under his expectation of the speedy return of Christ, was sensible and good; but when this advice, with all its reasons, was made an oracle of eternal wisdom, it generated the monkish notions concerning womanhood, If the desire of a wife is a weakness, which the apostle would gladly have forbidden, only that he feared worse consequences, an enthusiastic youth cannot but infer that it is a higher state of perfection nut, to desire a wife, and therefore
* Namely, ta ibe Armenian, Syrinn, and Greek churches, and SB tha Romish church in exact proportion AH Gwmanle and poetical hiflu*-nee* tave been roprowed; that K in proportion w the hereditary OkrUtmu thiotrine haa wean kept pure from modem imiovations*